
Kitchen Planning Guide
A complete guide to preparing, designing and creating your bespoke kitchen



1. How You Use Your Kitchen

• Think about daily habits including cooking style, family size, and how you use the space.

• Consider traffic flow, safety, children, pets, and accessibility.

• Decide if you need multiple prep areas or a social space.

2. Understanding Your Space

• Measure every wall, window, door, and ceiling height carefully.

• Note utilities such as plumbing, radiators, sockets, and meters.

• Photograph the room clearly for reference.

3. Style and Materials

• Choose your overall style such as Shaker, In frame, Slab, Modern, or Traditional.

• Consider materials like solid timber, painted finishes, or oak veneers.

• Create a mood board with inspiration images.

4. Functionality and Storage

• Plan storage for cookware, dry goods, appliances, and cleaning supplies.

• Think about tall larders, pantries, hidden utilities, and deep drawers.

• Evaluate whether an island suits your floor plan.

5. Budget Planning

• Include cabinetry, worktops, flooring, appliances, and lighting.

• Set aside a contingency of 10 to 15 percent for unexpected adjustments.

• Remember that bespoke kitchens offer long term durability and value.

6. Project Timeline

• Design phase typically takes one to three weeks.



• Manufacture usually takes six to twelve weeks for bespoke cabinetry.

• Installation may take one to three weeks plus finishing touches.

7. Preparing for Works

• Set up a temporary kitchen for essentials.

• Expect dust and disruption during the installation process.

• Plan cooking alternatives while the kitchen is out of action.

8. Working with Your Designer

• Share your wishlist, measurements, and inspiration images early on.

• Ask questions and review drawings thoroughly.

• Request physical samples for materials and finishes.

9. After Installation Care

• Check alignment of all doors, drawers, and hinges.

• Understand how to maintain timber, painted, and worktop surfaces.

• Use gentle cleaners to protect finishes over time.


